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Forever Forward

by
Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

How I remember
the warm and loving touch of your gentle hand.
How I remember
the generous and fine tone of your voice.
How I remember
the openness and sincerity of your longing look,
in prayerful serenity.

When I close my eyes,
the image of our time together hovers before me,
and I recall the peaceful tones of harmony in song,
when our voices fused.

The fading music does not mean
that we have bid one another final farewell.
Whenever fresh melodies blossom into life anew,
the vision of your presence will live again and again in my memory.

How I remember
the precious dream for which you undertook your quest.
How I remember
your tender smile directed toward new tomorrows.

Prompted by memories of you that my heart contains,
step by step, I move forward.
Determined to embrace the happiness and sadness that each day brings,
step by step, I move ever forward.

Step by step, my memories of you move me forever forward.

This piece was composed as a charity choral work for the victims of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan
on March 11, 2011. The original Japanese title is “fij~~ (Mae-¢)” and it means “forward.” The original version
is available for free in Japanese characters and in alphabetized Japanese. There are SA, SSAA, TTBB, SAB, and
SATB versions of this piece, and different versions can be performed together with or without piano.

I would like to thank my American friends, Jack de Mello, Louis Lebherz, Mary Reale, April Amante,
Patrick Vaughn and, especially, Dr. Robert Zaslavsky for their helps and suggestions I’ve got during making
this English version.

Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

This work was created for a charity, and you may freely make printed copies from this PDF data for your performance until Dec 31, 2027. Please inform www.wisemanproject.com for performances and recordings.



Text and Music by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)
English Translation by Dr. Robert Zaslavsky

for Utao NIPPON Project
- Forever Forward -

—Can be performed with other ensemble versions.

—Piano is optional.

SATB version in English

5/2,2011 & 2/22,2012

¢. 60-70 (Kindly)
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