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Kaminari-nga Naru Mae-ni / Before Next Thunderclap
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Practical Japanese Singing Pronunciation with IPA by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P)

1. Japanese Singing Vowels
There are five vowels in the Japanese language, and they are transcribed as “I/i,” E/e,” “A/a,” “O/o,” and “U/u.”
i = [i], same as English “long e [pronounced ‘ee’],” as in “feet [fi:t]” & “me [mi:].”
You may slightly modify [i] toward [1] to achieve unified vowel production. Do not make it [j] even if another vowel follows.
e = [¢], same as English “short e [pronounced ‘eh’],” as in “fed [fed]” & “met [met].”
Do not use either [e] or [#] for this sound.
a = [a], same as English “open a [pronounced ‘ah’],” as in “far [fa: / fae-]” & “Mars [ma:z / maa-z].”
You may use [a] or [a] to achieve unified vowel production in some cases. Do not use neither [&] nor [0] for this sound.
o = [o], same as English “long or closed o [pronounced ‘oh’],” as in “hele [houl] ” & “pole [povl].” *(not UK [hovl] / [pavl])
You may slightly modify [o0] toward [0] for louder/higher passages. Do not make it the English diphthong [ov].
u = [u], same as English “long u [pronounced ‘00°’],” as in “food [fu:d]” & “moon [mu:n]”
Although the Japanese spoken “u” is closer to [w] or [#], do not use this spoken “u” fg
Do not make it [w], even if another vowel follows.

2. Japanese Singing Consonan
Transcription IPA English Example Transcription

b [b] boss [bos]
by [bj] Bjorn [bjo:n / bjoan]

ch [te] (alternative [f]), chess [tfes]
d [d] dot [dot] lanyard #lee.njod / lee.njo-d]
dy [d_]] due [dju:] *some speakers pronounce it [du:]. song [son]
dz [d]  odds [odz]
[f] food [fu:d] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. pot [pat])

pure [pjuo /pjuer]
(alternative [1],

[9] gut [gat]

gy gl Magyar [me.gja: / ma.gjae]

h [h] hat [heet] *before transcribed “e” “a”
h [¢] (alternative [h], he [hi:])
h [¢] (alternative [h], who
hy [¢] (alternative [hj],
hw  [$] (alternative [f], fg
j [dz] (alternative [d3],
k [k] king [kin]
ky [kj] cute [kju‘t]
1 1] leap [li:p] *foreign or foreign-

[g] (alterna 1j

c] are different from their English counterpal
with no lip pursing, and they conjgs
ii.) Japanese “r” 4
this is diffjeult,

pme exceptions might occur with the consonants “n” and “m.” Both “n” and
> but they are not as strong as their English counterparts, which sound “pen-
[as in ‘rock ‘n’ roll’] or closed “m” humming, which makes them pseudo-
independent syllables. There may als voiceless consonants becoming pseudo-independent syllables: when they are

followed by a vowel in paj all circle (e.g., “light syo»b h(i)kari / hikari [¢.ka.ri]”), this indicates that the vowel may drop,

Capital letters indicate th hyphen indicates that the connected syllables belong to a word or a meaningful chunk of a
sentence; therefore, it is best tRgvoid taking a noticeable breath at any hyphenated part. Both a macron (a straight bar placed above a letter)
and consecutive same vowels indie that the vowel is long (e.g., “pass iz L %2 toru/tooru [to:.ru]” vs “get mz/& 5 toru [to.cu]”). A macron is
preferred. In speech, Japanese syllab aintain a steady and constant duration, although this rule might not be apparent in music; therefore, a
macron or consecutive same vowels mfay not appear in the score, since the duration of the vowel is determined by the given note value.

In order to make the syllabic separation clearer, an apostrophe may appear: 1) to indicate a clear separation with a possible glottal attack
before a vowel [e.g., a big man 555 : = O'otoko = O-'o-to-ko [0:.0.t0.ko],]; and 2) to designate pseudo-independent syllabic consonants (e.g.,
“easy w550 an'i = a-n-"1 [a.n.i]” vs “brother ss1c ani = a-ni [a.ni]”); and 3) to indicate the beginning of a consonant sound that is represented
by multiple letters including a double consonant (e.g., task f== ¥ x 5 sangyd - sa'ngyd = sa-ngyd [sa.n.njo:]). Since the syllabic division is
shown clearly in music by hyphenation, both 2) and 3) might not appear in the score.

A double consonant (e.g., “same - i-'cchi, [i.te:i]” vs “one v+ i-'chi [i.tei],”) indicates that the preceding vowel will be shortened or that
there is a short stop or rest between the syllables, as in the Italian word “zutfi.” This is called “z < x4 sokuon” in Japanese, and is known as
gemination or consonant elongation. In the music, singers must clearly execute the indicated rest between the syllables or staccatos on the first

syllable of such words.

©2008 Kentaro Sato (Ken-P) www.wisemanproject.com Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky updated on 12/3, 2014



hainness to make sure
Shiawase-wo Ta'shikametakute

spy |
Supai
postponed . to be date . though | was disappojmed
Oa'dzuke-ni Na'tta Déto-ni Ga'kkari-shiteita-kedo
accidentally you | found how fateful two

Guzen Kimi-wo Mikaketa Nan'te Un'meiteki-na Hutari.

makeup rather a little disguise like clothes
Omeka'shi-to Yayori Cho'tto Henso-ni Chikai Huku-de
to meet first time perhaps to overlook
Dea'tta Koro-nara Ki'tto Misu'ngo'shiteta.

to wonder other to meet
Hyo'tto-shitara Be'tsu-no Ya tsu-to A'ttetari'shite.
after to follow mischievous intention fire to lit

Ato-wo Tsuketemiyo. Ita'dzura-Gokoro-ni Hi-nga Tsuita.

but | believe | believe you | believe
Dakedo Shin'jiteru. Shin'jiteru. Kimi-wo Shin'jiteru.
of two ordinary days to be fine my back be pushed
Hutari-no Hibi-nga Daijobu-dato Senaka-wo Osu

order be given

Shirei wa Kudasareta.

T-shirt
Boku -wa T1'sha'tsu-to
worn-out jeans body wearing spy

Yabuketa Jin'dzu-ni Mi-wo Katameta Supai.

psychic like my girlfrined to trick
Chono'ryoku'sha-no Yo-ni Kano'jo-wo Dama'shitey.
today that girl you meet

Kyo Ano Ko-to A'ttetaro

surprised face | want to se

Odoroku Kao-nga Mitai

expensive car sidk

Takaso-na Kuruma-no Y}

you suddenly to stop

Klml wa Kyu-ni Ta'chid

driver's seat lightly to raise

Unten'seki-no Otoko nga Karuku '
my chest lapidly

Boku-no Mune-nga Kyusupido-de

to mlnd

i possil_)le to wake up
Pame-ni Samete-to
to scream

this much to hurt
Nukoto-nga Kon'na-ni Ts
can't be

Boku -wa Supa1 ni Nan'ka-Narg

even to lie
Uso-wo-Tsuite-m
wanting  happiness is it me
Ho'shi Shiawas
tear

now atme tolaugh  anyo
Ima Boku-wo Warau Ya'ts

perhaps to be'in
a Ki'tto Ke'nga-wo-Suru.

but | beljeven | bel.ieve“ please to Ie} m.e.believe
Dakedo Shin'jiteru. Shin'jiteru. Doka Shin'jisasete.

arms hard like it on fire to hold strength

Ryoude-nga Jin-to A'tsukunaru-Kurai Daki'shimeta Tsuyosa.

your body . like bruise . | wish it to remain
Kimi-no Karada-ni Aza-no-Yo-ni Nokorebai .
then someday please remember

So'shite I'tsuka Omoida'shite
can't tell if that is a lie
Uso-mo-Minukenai-hodo
fell in love useless
Koi-ni-O'chita Yakutata'dzu-no Supal wo.

Clinging to Happiness

Spy

Although I was disappointed by your cancelling our date,
I accidentally spotted you walking. How wonderful!
Your clothes made you look like someone else.

I might have overlooked you, if we had not met before.

I wondered whef'you would be meeting.

So, I followed yo'ike a mischievous child.

eless, in my , I had a mission.
would be a spy in my T-shirt

and worn-out jeans.

My heart screamed,
“Wake up! This is a nightmare.”
If knowing the truth hurts this much,

I am not fit to be a spy.

What was I to you?
How could you want me if you were cheating?
Tears started to fall.

If anyone laughed at me now, he’d be very sorry.

I wished that I had completely misunderstood what I saw.
My arms remembered when I held you tightly.
But now, I wish that I had left a mark on you,
and I wish that someday
it would remind you of me:

the failed spy who blindly fell in love with you.



thunderclap to sound before
Kaminari-nga Naru Mae-ni

suddenly rain to start falling
To'tsuzen Ame-nga Huridashite
backpack shoulder to wet
Boku no Ryu'kku-to Kata-nga Nijin'de
somehow suddenly you wanting to meet
Nan'daka Kyu-ni Kimi-ni Aitakuna'tta.
station front taxi stand
Ekimae-no Taku'shi-Noriba-wa
of tomorrow day off knowing people
Asu-no Yasumi Shi'tteru Hitota'chi.
of smile ratio high | tomorrow too to wake up early
E'ngao-no Hiri'tsu-nga Takai. Boku-wa A'shita-mo Hayai

anyway to phone booth to go
Tonikaku Koshudenwa-made 1ko.
| am sure convenience store  near there is
Ta'shika Kom'bini-nga Chikaku-ni A'tta.
newly learned your number by now from memory can recall
Oboetate-no Kimi-no Ban'ngd M6 Sora-de Ierukana?

next thunderclap until it sounds
Tsu'ngi-no Kaminari-nga Naru-madeni
number to count that  time
Kazu-wo Kazoeta Ano Koro-wa
yet with you falling love never to dream of
Mada Kimi-wo Sukininaru-nan'te Omowanaka'tta.
thunderclap memory to prevent
Raimei-nga Kioku-no Jama-wo-Surukedo
somehow | will recall
Nan'toka Omoidasuyo.
like this feeling heartache be called
Koyt Kimo'chi TSe'tsunai; -to Yuan'daro?

over there rain to fall
So'cchi-mo Ame-nga Hu'

there again  now sky to|

Hora, Mata Ima Sora

I'm sorry at important moment suddenly t
Gomen, Iza-to-Naru-to Kya-ni

like that thlngs whlle domg

already dripping wet
Bishonure.

pund before to say
Mae-ni I'tte; -to

'to throw

Na'ngeiretari

to cross that time

n'hodo-wo Wataru Toki-ni
one rule to decide
ito'tsu Raru-wo Kimet

to wish
Ne'ngai-wo-Kaketari'shiter

thunderclap
Dakara Kaminari-nga
my feeling
Boku-no Omoi-wo Zen
rain to avoid more than umbrella you
Ame-wo Yokeru Kasa-y
this much though | am wet | feel like
Kon'na-ni Bishonure- Kibun-dayo.

a little bit more

Mo-Suko'shi-dake

next thunderclap to sound before
Tsu‘ngi—no Kaminari-nga Naru Mae-ni
feeling all to say
Boku no Omoi-wo Zen'bu Yu-yo.
rain to avoid more than umbrella you important
Ame-wo Yokeru Kasa-yorimo Kimi-nga Taise'tsu-nan'da.
this much though | am wet to take shelter | feel like
Kon'na-ni Bishonure-dakedo Amayadori-shiteiru Kibun-dayo.
a little bit more with me to talk

Mo-Suko'shi-dake Boku-to Hana'shiteite.

Before the Next Thunderclap

Rain started suddenly
and wet my backpack and shoulders.
It suddenly made me miss you.
Many people were waiting for a taxi in front of the station.
They looked happy because tomorrow is a holiday.

But tomorrow I need to wake up early for work.

I rem@mbered that
the conveniencegftore overfghere has a public phone booth.

ed your number!

t the seconds
before the next thunderclap,

I think that I had fallen in love wj
e thunderclaps tried
to drown out my memdry.

frustration’s name was “

were times when we tossed junk into a trash can,
lked across the street on a green light,
would just make up a game, and if we won,

good things would come to us.

So, I decided to pour my heart out
before the next thunderclap.
You were more important than an umbrella.
Your voice felt like an umbrella.

I wish this moment could continue a little longer.

I decided to pour my heart out
before the next thunderclap.
You were more important than an umbrella.
Your voice felt like an umbrella.

I wish this moment could continue a little longer.



miserable to me angel to descend

Do'shiydomonai Boku-ni Ten shi-nga Oritekita The Angel Descended to Miserable Me
forceful closed door be blown up pillow feather
Ikioi-Yoku Shima'tta Doa-de Maia'nga'tta Makura-no Hane. A door closed with a bang, and feathers flew out of a pillow.
tonight finally my girlfriend to upset
Kon'ya-wa Tsui-ni Kanojo-wo Okorasete'shima'tta. This time I did it. I upset her.
past from lover be given alarm-clock
Muka'shi-no Koibito-no Kureta Mezama'shidokei-wo It was my fault because she told me often
many times be told all the time to use to dislike
Nan'do Iwarete-mo Dzu'tto Tsuka'tta-no'nga Kini'iranai. that she didn’t like the alarm-clock that was a gift from my ex.
to rush out of my girlfriend in hand
Tobida'shita Kanojo-no Te-no-Naka-de Ticking away,
ticking as if time bomb
Chiku-taku Marude Jingenbakudan. it was like a e bomb in her arms.

near deserted land must be
Chikaku-no Aki'chi-ni Chi'ngainai. I thought that she had rurlaway to deserted land near here.
right now to go after

Ima-su'ngu Oikakeyo. [ mustRo after her.

running your hair shirt
Ha'shiru Kimi-no Kami-de Sha'tsu-de
swaying  many white feather
Yureru Takusan-no Shiroi Hane.
alot on road be fallen really wanting to be found
I’ppai Doro-ni O'chiteru "Hon'to-wa Sa'nga‘%hiteho‘shi.J
running hair
Ha'shiru Boku no Kami-de Sha tsu-de
swaying  many white feather
Yureru Takusan-no Shiroi Hane.
you are perhaps miserable to me descended  angel
Kimi-ha Ki'tto Do'shiyomonai Boku-ni Oritekita Ten'

seemed to be saying, “Look for m
White feathers were everywhere,

even on me.

¢ the angel who desce miserable me?

going out almost one year
Tsukia'tte Mosu'ngu I'chin
very to become close
Dzuibun Nakayokuna'ttfara
kissing hugging thining it t rmal
Kisu'shita-tte Daki'shimeta'tte Aisa'ts i-ni-Omo'tteita,
as | thought at deserted land | foun
Ya'ppari Aki'chi-de Mi'ts
you somewhat like stranger
Kimi-wa Nan daka Tanin-Mit

strangers,

on’t misunderstand what love is.”

rm-clock was cast away

Pa Ton'dei'tta.
like gently  smiling
a-wo Mlokuru Yo-ni So'tto Hohoende.

and flew from your arms.

iled as though you were saying farewell.

still your hair shirt
Mada Kimi-no Kami-de Sha'ts
swaying  many white

ureru Takusan-no Shiroi

Many white feathers

fluttered on you.

broken -clock than more to f feeling

Kowareta Mezama'shi-yori Mo'tto 0o Kimo'chi. | What you felt about me made me feel worse than the broken clock.
sometimes  angel tous ach

Tokidoki Ten'shi-wa Bokura-ni Ita'zu Angels everywhere have been teaching this lesson to men like me:

someone in order to love more
. |

Dareka-wo Aisuru-tame- “You’d better work harder if you love someone.”

still your
Mada Kimi-no
swaying  many

Yureru Takusan-no

Many white feathers

fluttered on you.

broken alarm-clock than more to your feeling
Kowareta Mezama'shi-yori Mo'tto Itgg'tta Kimi-no Kimo'chi. =~ What you felt about me made me feel worse than the broken clock.
still my hair shirt
Mada Boku-no Kami-de Sha'tsu-de White feathers were everywhere,
swaying  many white feather
Yureru Takusan-no Shiroi Hane. even on me.
you are perhaps miserable to me descended  angel
Kimi-ha Ki'tto Do'shiyomonai Boku-ni Oritekita Ten'shi. After all, you were the angel descended to miserable me.
if we return ~ room cleaning | all will do
Kae'ttara Heya-no Soji-wa Boku-nga Zen'bu Yarukara I swear that I will clean our place.
together return

I'ssho-ni Kaero. So, would you come back to me?




This A Winter
Koto'shi-no Huyu

of electric heater low noise
Den'ki-Sutobu-no Hikui Noizu-to
your breathing be melted

Kimi-no Neiki-nga Tokerukoro.

quietly  of bed to sneak out

So'tto Be'ddo-kara Nukeda'shite

at kitchen milk to pour

Ki'cchin-de Miruku-wo Tsuida.
happiness to make sure sleepless night there is
Shiawase-wo Ta'shikametakute Nemurenai Yoru-nga Aru-ne.
alarm-clock red LED display birthday date to become
Mezamashi-no Akai Eluidi-nga Tan'jobi-no Hizuke-ni Na'tta .

favorite sweater my partner dog chowing
Kini'i'tteta Seta-wo Aibo-no Inu-nga Kandeite
strictly to scold
Hidoku Shikari'tsuketeitara
to give itis me you smile
FA'ngetano-wa Wata'shi-yo, -to Wara'tta.

of this year winter too tome you slowly to fall
Koto'shi-no Huyu-mo Boku-niwa Kimi-nga Yu'kkuri Tsumoru.
this of town warm thing to gather
Kono Ma'chi-no Atatakai Mono-wo A'tsumetemo
you will win
Kimi-niwa Kanawanai.
of last year cold night snow falling like that day

Kyonen-no Samuka'tta-Yoru. Yuki-nga Hu'tta Hi-no-Yo-
whene\{gr not to care . me to walfe up you to _rema'
Nan'ji-demo Kamawazu-ni Boku-wo Yuriokosu Kimi-d,

by hand . be given new year's c:
Tewata'shi-de Morau Nen'ng
of course

name & address there j
Mo'chiron Atena-mo Na

of two names tos
Hutari-no Namae-de D
sending  about the day to

Okuru Hi-no-Koto-wo O

strong wind

various anniversary there is
'da-niwa Iron'na Kinen'bi-nga Arukedo
time

-Nandemonai Toki-koso
being near to be such two

Soba-ni-Iru Hutari—de—IyO
gettlng use to
reru-Koto-de Klml nga Ina|
might not able tggcommu

of this year winter  too
Koto'shi-no Huyu-mo
this of town

Kono Ma'chi-no Atatak

mistaking

Boku to Ma'chi'nglfete

you be held sleeping dog
K1m1 nga Daki'shimete Nemuru Inu-ni
a little bit to be jealous

Suko'shi-dake Yakimo'chi-wo-Yaita
to'myself . be blushed of winter night
Jibun-ni Tereru Huyu-no Yoru.

This Winter

When the low noise from a heater
and your breathing melted together,
I sneaked out of bed
to give myself a cup of milk.
My nights were sleepless from trying to cling to my happiness.

The red light of the clock told me that it was my birthday.

My dog was chewing on favorite sweater the other day,
colded the dog,

“] gave it to the dog.”

covered me like snow,

You were warmer

the windowpane.
things about me that made me proud.
uld warm you,

turning pockets into your gloves.
re many anniversaries in a new calendar,
but I wish we could be a couple
who celebrated ordinary days together.

[ would do my best and love you,

so that

the ordinariness would not wash you away.

Again, this winter, you gently covered me like snow.
You were warmer
than everything around us combined.
I blushed a bit,
realizing that I childishly felt a little jealous of my dog
that you hold in your arms,

mistaking it for me.



EREPHELOLT Clinging to Happiness

i - REJECZ Text by Noriyuki Makihara
HiEEA - PR R E Suite Compiled by Kentaro Sato
SPY Spy
BHIT IR T— o) LTk E Although I was disappointed by your cancelling our date,
HRE % A7 A CGlHaGINZ 2 A I accidentally spotted yg walking. How wonderful!

BOPLESI LD L x o EABEIGEVIRT Your clothes mad look like someone else.
DoELES Zo LRI L Tk

VDot LEoifloPoEE&>ThkhLT

PBEOFTHLI) A5 RXTITKBDVI

, if we had not met before.

PIERFBLTE ELTs B2EL T3
2ANDHAPKLRE & Erpaifd
TJ =4 |\§ﬂf:
BET Y PR T Y= RGBT AL

BRENHFED X ) I Z 2 E L TPh
'5H DI EER>THA)
B CHEDBR
B% 9 RO CEIZAICS Ik
FETARS O B3 F 2 1 |
BEDOMHPZHAE— FTF
BiiEgbhzRIcLENs T

[ wanted to amaze you

u stopped beside an e

LUl Aznk ZA
TEGWEL S 1 ROICEOTEBXD
B m. I RSN AR 73

Vo725 12D\ ? )
dars started to fall.

one laughed at me now, he’d be very sorry.

I wishedthat I had completely misunderstood what I saw.
My arms remembered when I held you tightly.
But now, I wish that I had left a mark on you,
and [ wish that someday it would remind you of me:
Wi 77279 4 the failed spy who blindly fell in love with you.



BOIE B HIC Before the Next Thunderclap

ZRNDBED H L TED Y 2y 7 EBDICCAT Rain started and wet my backpack and shoulders.
72 2ICE LBV ko T It suddenly mgde me miss you.

BRATD & 7 > — 3 ) 13 H OIR A - T 5 NiE Many people were waiti
D LD E > They looked happy becse tomorrow is a holiday.
FEEIHH b Fw But tomorro ake up early for work.

r a taxi in front of the station.

LD ARETEETITZH
fgrarve=3alicdo7
B2 TOREDOERS IV ITHEADDE?

RDEV S £ TICHZDZ 2T H DU
FRB2HEICR A THDAEPo T
FWGMEDOY v ~2 T2 HRALLEVIET X
CHVIHIKFEL TRV F Ay EFIAES?

ZobbMBE-TED? K7 %5
THA W ERDEZICTL
CABIEZLTS) BITH LW
PROBEPESHICE > Ty

Bl ZTHE TR T A
REWTEIE %2 2 & Z 12

A 1oL — L% T
- R LT3

ZRME ) &
Yle At
"D LT BRRNTE &

F TILEED % 2T S i 0 pour my heart out before the next thunderclap.
MWz X245 0 bHEIRYZ
KOL BN ENPED L
bR EEFL T

You were more important than an umbrella.
Your voice felt like an umbrella.
I wish this moment could continue a little longer.
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The Angel Descended to Miserable Me

A door closed with a bang, and feathers flew out of a pillow.
This time I digl it. [ upset her.

It was my fault use she told me often

that she didn’t like the alarm-@Wock that was a gift from my ex.

time bomb in her arms.
deserted land near here.

ered on you.
worse than the broken clock.
tgaching this lesson to men like me:
rder if you love someone.”

white feathers fluttered on you.

ut me made me feel worse than the broken clock.
WHlte feathers were everywhere, even on me.

After all, you were the angel descended to miserable me.

I swear that I will clean our place.
So, would you come back to me?



SEDE This Winter

BRA =7 D L ZEFEORED LT DU When the low noise from a heater and your breathing melted together,
ZotRYy FoRIHL Ty F vy TINTZD0R I sneaked out of bed togive myself a cup of milk.

FEEMEP O TRNE DD % 1 My nights were sleepless ff

HE % Lok LED 2SHEEH O HAHF 124 - 7% The red light of the clock t

trying to cling to my happiness.
me that it was my birthday.
LU ATl — % =2 BEDORBPATHT orite sweater the other day,
ODELID DTS ThIFoidfik, &E-o7 and said, “I gave it to the dog.”
SHEDLGFEITEIEIO- L DD 5
COWDHIT2P b DZEDTHHEITIEL B
REDEP TR BDWESLHD LI I
R TO2EDLTIEEZDR DB I THTVT

FHELTH 5 IFRRIFLLLA5H4D LTy

be owfa personally delivered New Ye
ZANDAHITHEPICELHD Z LR -7 j

the future we'd be togeth

Do ODPENEREZY 5 I
HigTEaZ 03
Ry FRBICE57 ) DTRICY

HLOAL YT —ITIFW B AN
BT TH R nEE 22 ZiFiTw
ETICENSZ LT
BETIEZG

best and e you,

ot wash you away.

QR = £
HEIE b w

gently covered me like snow.

everything around us combined.
i, realizing that I childishly felt a little jealous of my dog
y)ou hold in your arms, mistaking it for me.
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