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Practical Japanese Singing Pronunciation with IPA by Kentaro Sato (Ken-P) 
 

1. Japanese Singing Vowels 
   There are five vowels in the Japanese language, and they are transcribed as “I/i,” E/e,” “A/a,” “O/o,” and “U/u.” 
       i  = [i], same as English “long e [pronounced ‘ee’],” as in “feet [fi t]” & “me [mi ].” 
  You may slightly modify [i] toward [ ] to achieve unified vowel production.  Do not make it [j] even if another vowel follows. 
       e = [ ], same as English “short e [pronounced ‘eh’],” as in “fed [f d]” & “met [m t].” 
  Do not use either [e] or [æ] for this sound.  
       a = [ ], same as English “open a [pronounced ‘ah’],” as in “far [f  / f ]” & “Mars [m z / m z].” 
  You may use [a] or [ ] to achieve unified vowel production in some cases. Do not use neither [æ] nor [ ] for this sound. 
       o = [o], same as English “long or closed o [pronounced ‘oh’],” as in “hole [ho l] ” & “pole [po l].”  *(not UK [h l] / [p l]) 
  You may slightly modify [o] toward [ ] for louder/higher passages. Do not make it the English diphthong [o ].  
       u = [u], same as English “long u [pronounced ‘oo’],” as in “food [fu d]” & “moon [mu n]” 
  Although the Japanese spoken “u” is closer to [ ] or [ ], do not use this spoken “u” for singing. 
  Do not make it [w], even if another vowel follows. 

 

2. Japanese Singing Consonants 
Transcription  IPA  English Example 

      b [b]   boss [b s] 
      by [bj]  Bjorn [bj n / bj n] 
      ch [ ]       (alternative [ ]), chess [ s] 
      d [d]   dot [d t] 
      dy [dj]   due [dju ] *some speakers pronounce it [du ]. 

      dz [ ]  odds [ ]  
      f  [f]   food [fu d] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. 
      g [ ]   gut [ t] 
      gy [ j]  Magyar [mæ. j  / mæ. j ] 
      h  [h]   hat [hæt]  *before transcribed “e” “a” & “o” 
      h  [ç]       (alternative [h], he [hi ]) *before transcribed “i” 
      h  [ ]       (alternative [h], who [hu ]) *before transcribed “u” 
      hy  [ç]     (alternative [hj], hue [hju ]) 
      hw [ ]     (alternative [f], fee [fi ]) 
      j  [ ]     (alternative [ ], jet [ t]) 
      k  [k]   king [k ] 
      ky  [kj]   cute [kju t]  
      l  [l]   leap [li p] *foreign or foreign-origin words only. 
 
 

Transcription  IPA  English Example 

      m  [m]   map [mæp] 
      my  [mj]  mute [mju t] 
      n [n]  nod [n d])  
      ny [nj]  lanyard [læ.nj d / læ.nj d] 
      ng [ ]  song [s ] 
      ngy [ j]  
      p [p]   pot [p t]) 
      py [pj]  pure [pj  /pj ]  
      r  [ ]   (alternative [l], look [l k]) 
      ry [ j]     (alternative [lj], Liu [lju]) 
      s [s]  sing [s ] 
      sh [ ]    (alternative [ ], she [ i ])  
      t  [t]  tall [t l] 
      ts [ ]  pets [p ]  
      v [v]  veal [vi l]  *foreign or foreign-origin words only. 
      w [ ]     (alternative [w], wall [w l])  
      y [j]  you [ju ]  
      z [z]  zebra [z .br  /zi .br ]

i.) Japanese sh [ ], j [ ], and ch [ ] are different from their English counterparts, sh [ ], j [  / ], ch [ ]. Japanese sh, j, and ch should be 
produced with an “i-ish” mouth shape with no lip pursing, and they contain higher overtones than their English counterparts. 
ii.) Japanese “r” is a one-tapped/flapped/flipped r. Do not use an Italian rolled r [r], an English r [ ], a French uvular r [ ], or a Chinese r [ ]. If 
this is difficult, you may substitute “l” [l] for it. 
iii.) Although the Japanese spoken “w [ ]” has less roundness of the lips than the English “w [w]” (or even no roundness), singers may use [w]. 
iv.) Although the Japanese spoken “n” may change its sound to [n], [ ], [ ] or [ ] according to what follows it, [n] will suffice in singing. 
v.) A sound of “ng [ ]” or “ngy [ j]” is called “びたくおん bidakuon” in Japanese. Do not use [ ] or [ j] as a substitution. 

 

3. Structure of Japanese Syllables 
    Unlike English syllables, Japanese syllables are almost always open (i.e., they end with a vowel sound) with no liaison. In addition, they are 
monophthongs (i.e., they contain only one vowel in a syllable, with no glide). Therefore, most Japanese syllables are either: 1) [one vowel]; or 
2) [one consonant/ consonant cluster] + [one vowel]. However, some exceptions might occur with the consonants “n” and “m.” Both “n” and 
“m” might appear at the end of a syllable, as in “pen” and “beam,” but they are not as strong as their English counterparts, which sound “pen-
uh” and “beam-uh.” There may also appear either an open “n” [as in ‘rock ‘n’ roll’] or closed “m” humming, which makes them pseudo-
independent syllables. There may also be an exception to the voiceless consonants becoming pseudo-independent syllables: when they are 
followed by a vowel in parentheses or a small circle (e.g., “light 光/ひかりh(i)kari / hikari [ .ka. i]”), this indicates that the vowel may drop, 
thereby becoming non-pitched, because it is too short. The score will indicate such exceptions and how to execute them vocally. 
   Capital letters indicate the first letter of a word. A hyphen indicates that the connected syllables belong to a word or a meaningful chunk of a 
sentence; therefore, it is best to avoid taking a noticeable breath at any hyphenated part. Both a macron (a straight bar placed above a letter) 
and consecutive same vowels indicate that the vowel is long (e.g., “pass 通る/とおる t ru/tooru [to . u]” vs “get 取る/とる toru [to. u]”). A macron is 
preferred. In speech, Japanese syllables maintain a steady and constant duration, although this rule might not be apparent in music; therefore, a 
macron or consecutive same vowels may not appear in the score, since the duration of the vowel is determined by the given note value. 
   In order to make the syllabic separation clearer, an apostrophe may appear: 1) to indicate a clear separation with a possible glottal attack 
before a vowel [e.g., a big man おおおとこ 'otoko = -'o-to-ko [o .o.to.ko],]; and 2) to designate pseudo-independent syllabic consonants (e.g., 
“easy 安易/あんい an'i = a-n-'i [ .n.i]” vs “brother 兄/あに ani = a-ni [a.ni]”); and 3) to indicate the beginning of a consonant sound that is represented 
by multiple letters including a double consonant (e.g., task 作業/さぎょう sangy  → sa'ngy  = sa-ngy  [s .n. jo ]). Since the syllabic division is 
shown clearly in music by hyphenation, both 2) and 3) might not appear in the score.  
   A double consonant (e.g., “same いっち i-'cchi, [i. i]” vs “one いち i-'chi [i. i],”) indicates that the preceding vowel will be shortened or that 
there is a short stop or rest between the syllables, as in the Italian word “tutti.” This is called “そくおん sokuon” in Japanese, and is known as 
gemination or consonant elongation. In the music, singers must clearly execute the indicated rest between the syllables or staccatos on the first 
syllable of such words. 

NO C
OPY 

NO PRIN
T

NO C
OPY 

NO PRIN
T



SShiawase-wo
happiness

 Ta'shikametakute
to make sure

 

 

Supai
spy

 

 

Oa'dzuke-ni
postponed

 Na'tta
to be

 Dēto-ni
date

 Ga'kkari-shiteita-kedo
though I was disappointed

 

Gūzen
accidentally

 Kimi-wo
you

 Mikaketa
I found

 Nan'te
how

 Un'meiteki-na
fateful

 Hutari
two

.  

Omeka'shi-to
makeup

 Yūyori
rather

 Cho'tto
a little

 Hensō-ni
disguise

 Chikai
like

 Huku-de
clothes

 

Dea'tta
to meet first

 Koro-nara
time

 Ki'tto
perhaps

 Misu'ngo'shiteta
to overlook

. 

Hyo'tto-shitara
to wonder

 Be'tsu-no
other

 Ya'tsu-to
guy

 A'ttetari'shite
to meet

.  

Ato-wo
after

 Tsuketemiyō
to follow

. Ita'dzura-Gokoro-ni
mischievous intention

 Hi-nga
fire

 Tsuita
to lit

.  

 

Dakedo
but

 Shin'jiteru
I believe

. Shin'jiteru
I believe

. Kimi-wo
you

 Shin'jiteru
I believe

. 

Hutari-no
of two

 Hibi-nga
ordinary days

 Daijōbu-dato
to be fine

 Senaka-wo
my back

 Osu
be pushed

. 

Shirei-wa
order

 Kudasareta
be given

. 

Boku-wa
I

 Tī'sha'tsu-to
T-shirt

 

Yabuketa
worn-out

 Jīn'dzu-ni
jeans

 Mi-wo
body

 Katameta
wearing

 Supai
spy

.  

 

 

Chōnō'ryoku'sha-no
psychic

 Yō-ni
like

 Kano'jo-wo
my girlfrined

 Dama'shiteyare
to trick

. 

「Kyō
today

 Ano
that

 Ko-to
girl

 A'ttetaro
you meet

」 

Odoroku
surprised

 Kao-nga
face

 Mitai
I want to see

. 

Takasō-na
expensive

 Kuruma-no
car

 Yoko-de
side

 

Kimi-wa
you

 Kyū-ni
suddenly

 Ta'chidomaru
to stop

.  

Unten'seki-no
driver's seat

 Otoko-nga
guy

 Karuku
lightly

 Te-wo
hand

 A'ngeta
to raise

. 

Boku-no
my

 Mune-nga
chest

 Kyūsupīdo-de
lapidly

 Takanaru
to pound

. 

Kimi-wa
you

 Mawari-wo
surroundings

 Ki-ni-Shina'ngara
to mind

 

Ya'tsu-to
guy

 Kisu-wo-Shita
to kiss

.  

 

Share-ni
joke

 Nan'naiyo
not to be

. Nan'naiyo
not to be

. 

Warui
bad

 Yume-naraba
dream

 Hayame-ni
as fast as possible

 Samete-to
to wake up

 

Jumon-no
prayer

 Yō-ni
like

 Saken'deru
to scream

.  

Shin'ji'tsu-wo
truth

 Shirukoto-nga
to know

 Kon'na-ni
this much

 Tsurai-nara
to hurt

 

Boku-wa
I

 Supai-ni
spy

 Nan'ka-Narenai
can't be

.  

 

 

Uso-wo-Tsuite-made
even to lie

 

Ho'shī
wanting

 Shiawase-nga
happiness

 Boku-da'ttanokai
is it me

?  

Namida-nga
tear

 Detekita
to start falling

. 

Ima
now

 Boku-wo
at me

 Warau
to laugh

 Ya'tsu-wa
anyone

 Ki'tto
perhaps

 Ke'nga-wo-Suru
to be injured

.  

 

 

Dakedo
but

 Shin'jiteru
I believe

. Shin'jiteru
I believe

. Dōka
please

 Shin'jisasete
to let me believe

. 

Ryōude-nga
arms

 Jin-to
hard

 A'tsukunaru-Kurai
like it on fire

 Daki'shimeta
to hold

 Tsuyosa
strength

. 

Kimi-no
your

 Karada-ni
body

 Aza-no-Yō-ni
like bruise

 Nokorebaī
I wish it to remain

.  

So'shite
then

 I'tsuka
someday

 Omoida'shite
please remember

 

Uso-mo-Minukenai-hodo
can't tell if that is a lie

 

Koi-ni-O'chita
fell in love

 Yakutata'dzu-no
useless

 Supai-wo
spy

. 

Clinging to Happiness 

 

Spy 

 

Although I was disappointed by your cancelling our date, 

I accidentally spotted you walking. How wonderful! 

Your clothes made you look like someone else. 

I might have overlooked you, if we had not met before. 

I wondered who you would be meeting. 

So, I followed you like a mischievous child. 

 

I believed what you said. 

This could not change our relationship. 

Nevertheless, in my mind, I had a mission. 

I would be a spy in my T-shirt 

and worn-out jeans. 

 

 

I wanted to play a little mind-reading trick on you later. 

By telling you, "You met your best friend today," 

I wanted to amaze you with my insight. 

You stopped beside 

an expensive-looking car. 

The guy behind the wheel waved his hand at you. 

My heart pounded fast. 

You kissed the guy 

like a long-time lover. 

 

“What! What the hell!” 

My heart screamed, 

“Wake up! This is a nightmare.” 

If knowing the truth hurts this much, 

I am not fit to be a spy. 

 

 

What was I to you? 

How could you want me if you were cheating? 

Tears started to fall. 

If anyone laughed at me now, he’d be very sorry. 

 

 

I wished that I had completely misunderstood what I saw. 

My arms remembered when I held you tightly. 

But now, I wish that I had left a mark on you, 

and I wish that someday 

it would remind you of me: 

the failed spy who blindly fell in love with you. 
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KKaminari-nga
thunderclap

 Naru
to sound

 Mae-ni
before

 

 

To'tsuzen
suddenly

 Ame-nga
rain

 Huridashite
to start falling

 

Boku-no
my

 Ryu'kku-to
backpack

 Kata-nga
shoulder

 Nijin'de
to wet

 

Nan'daka
somehow

 Kyū-ni
suddenly

 Kimi-ni
you

 Aitakuna'tta
wanting to meet

. 

Ekimae-no
station front

 Taku'shī-Noriba-wa
taxi stand

 

Asu-no
of tomorrow

 Yasumi
day off

 Shi'tteru
knowing

 Hitota'chi
people

. 

E'ngao-no
of smile

 Hiri'tsu-nga
ratio

 Takai
high

. Boku-wa
I

 A'shita-mo
tomorrow too

 Hayai
to wake up early

. 

 

Tonikaku
anyway

 Kōshūdenwa-made
to phone booth

 Ikō
to go

. 

Ta'shika
I am sure

 Kom'bini-nga
convenience store

 Chikaku-ni
near

 A'tta
there is

. 

Oboetate-no
newly learned

 Kimi-no
your

 Ban'ngō
number

 Mō
by now

 Sora-de
from memory

 Ierukana
can recall

? 

 

Tsu'ngi-no
next

 Kaminari-nga
thunderclap

 Naru-madeni
until it sounds

 

Kazu-wo
number

 Kazoeta
to count

 Ano
that

 Koro-wa
time

 

Mada
yet

 Kimi-wo
with you

 Sukininaru-nan'te
falling love

 Omowanaka'tta
never to dream of

. 

Raimei-nga
thunderclap

 Kioku-no
memory

 Jama-wo-Surukedo
to prevent

 

Nan'toka
somehow

 Omoidasuyo
I will recall

. 

Kōyū
like this

 Kimo'chi
feeling

 「Se'tsunai」-to
heartache

 Yūn'daro
be called

? 

 

 

So'cchi-mo
over there

 Ame-nga
rain

 Hu'tteruno
to fall

? 

Hora
there

, Mata
again

 Ima
now

 Sora
sky

 Hikatta
to flash

. 

Gomen
I'm sorry

, Iza-to-Naru-to
at important moment

 Kyū-ni
suddenly

 Terete'shimau
to be shy

. 

Kon'na
like that

 Koto-wo
things

 Shiteru-uchi-ni
while doing

 

Atara'shī
new

 Ku'tsu-nga
shoes

 Mō
already

 Bishonure
dripping wet

. 

「Tsu'ngi-no
next

 Kaminari-nga
thunderclap

 Naru
to sound

 Mae-ni
before

 I'tte」-to
to say

 

Kimi-nga
you

 Warau
to laugh

. 

 

Tatoeba
for example

 Kamikuzu-wo
paper trush

 Na'ngeiretari
to throw

 

Ōdan'hodō-wo
crosswalk

 Wataru
to cross

 Toki-ni
that time

 

Nani-ka
whatever

 Hito'tsu
one

 Rūru-wo
rule

 Kimete
to decide

 

Ne'ngai-wo-Kaketari'shiteru
to wish

. 

 

Dakara
so

 Kaminari-nga
thunderclap

 Naru
to sound

 Mae-ni
before

 

Boku-no
my

 Omoi-wo
feeling

 Zen'bu
all

 Yū-yo
to say

. 

Ame-wo
rain

 Yokeru
to avoid

 Kasa-yorimo
more than umbrella

 Kimi-nga
you

 Taise'tsu-nan'da
important

. 

Kon'na-ni
this much

 Bishonure-dakedo
though I am wet

 Amayadori-shiteiru
to take shelter

 Kibun-dayo
I feel like

. 

Mō-Suko'shi-dake
a little bit more

 Boku-to
with me

 Hana'shiteite
to talk

. 

 

 

Tsu'ngi-no
next

 Kaminari-nga
thunderclap

 Naru
to sound

 Mae-ni
before

 

Boku-no
my

 Omoi-wo
feeling

 Zen'bu
all

 Yū-yo
to say

. 

Ame-wo
rain

 Yokeru
to avoid

 Kasa-yorimo
more than umbrella

 Kimi-nga
you

 Taise'tsu-nan'da
important

. 

Kon'na-ni
this much

 Bishonure-dakedo
though I am wet

 Amayadori-shiteiru
to take shelter

 Kibun-dayo
I feel like

. 

Mō-Suko'shi-dake
a little bit more

 Boku-to
with me

 Hana'shiteite
to talk

.

Before the Next Thunderclap 

 

Rain started suddenly 

and wet my backpack and shoulders. 

It suddenly made me miss you. 

Many people were waiting for a taxi in front of the station. 

They looked happy because tomorrow is a holiday. 

But tomorrow I need to wake up early for work. 

 

I remembered that 

the convenience store over there has a public phone booth. 

Surely, I memorized your number! 

 

As I paused to count the seconds 

before the next thunderclap, 

little did I think that I had fallen in love with you. 

The thunderclaps tried 

to drown out my memory. 

My frustration’s name was “heartache,” wasn’t it? 

 

 

“Is it raining over there? 

Hey, now there is lightning.” 

I’m sorry to be so indecisive. 

Even my new shoes are 

dripping wet. 

“Please, speak up before the next thunderclap,” 

you laughed. 

 

There were times when we tossed junk into a trash can, 

or walked across the street on a green light, 

we would just make up a game, and if we won, 

good things would come to us. 

 

So, I decided to pour my heart out 

before the next thunderclap. 

You were more important than an umbrella. 

Your voice felt like an umbrella. 

I wish this moment could continue a little longer. 

 

 

I decided to pour my heart out 

before the next thunderclap. 

You were more important than an umbrella. 

Your voice felt like an umbrella. 

I wish this moment could continue a little longer. 
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DDo'shiyōmonai
miserable

 Boku-ni
to me

 Ten'shi-nga
angel

 Oritekita
to descend

 

 

Ikioi-Yoku
forceful

 Shima'tta
closed

 Doa-de
door

 Maia'nga'tta
be blown up

 Makura-no
pillow

 Hane
feather

. 

Kon'ya-wa
tonight

 Tsui-ni
finally

 Kanojo-wo
my girlfriend

 Okorasete'shima'tta
to upset

. 

Muka'shi-no
past

 Koibito-no
from lover

 Kureta
be given

 Mezama'shidokei-wo
alarm-clock

 

Nan'do
many times

 Iwarete-mo
be told

 Dzu'tto
all the time

 Tsuka'tta-no'nga
to use

 Kini'iranai
to dislike

. 

 

Tobida'shita
to rush out

 Kanojo-no
of my girlfriend

 Te-no-Naka-de
in hand

 

Chiku-taku
ticking

 Marude
as if

 Ji'ngenbakudan
time bomb

. 

Chikaku-no
near

 Aki'chi-ni
deserted land

 Chi'ngainai
must be

. 

Ima-su'ngu
right now

 Oikakeyō
to go after

. 

 

Ha'shiru
running

 Kimi-no
your

 Kami-de
hair

 Sha'tsu-de
shirt

 

Yureru
swaying

 Takusan-no
many

 Shiroi
white

 Hane
feather

. 

I’ppai
a lot

 Dōro-ni
on road

 O'chiteru
be fallen

 「Hon'tō-wa
really

 Sa'nga'shiteho'shī
wanting to be found

.」 

Ha'shiru
running

 Boku-no
my

 Kami-de
hair

 Sha'tsu-de
shirt

 

Yureru
swaying

 Takusan-no
many

 Shiroi
white

 Hane
feather

. 

Kimi-ha
you are

 Ki'tto
perhaps

 Dō'shiyōmonai
miserable

 Boku-ni
to me

 Oritekita
descended

 Ten'shi
angel

. 

 

 

Tsukia'tte
going out

 Mōsu'ngu
almost

 I'chinen-de
one year

 

Dzuibun
very

 Nakayokuna'tta-kara
to become close

 

Kisu'shita-tte
kissing

 Daki'shimeta'tte
hugging

 Aisa'tsumitai-ni-Omo'tteita
thining it to be normal

. 

Ya'ppari
as I thought

 Aki'chi-de
at deserted land

 Mi'tsuketa
I found

. 

Kimi-wa
you

 Nan'daka
somewhat

 Tanin-Mitai-ni
like stranger

 

Boku-ni
to me

 Oji'ngi-wo-Shitemiseta
to bow

. 

「Ai-wo
love

 Kan'chi'ngai-shinaidekudasai
not to misunderstand

」-tte. 

 

Kimi-nga
you

 Ryōte-wo
both hands

 Sora-ni
to sky

 A'ngete
to raise

 

Mezama'shidokei-wa
alarm-clock

 Ton'dei'tta
flown away

. 

Marude
as if

 Dareka-wo
someone

 Miokuru
to see off

 Yō-ni
like

 So'tto
gently

 Hohoende
smiling

. 

 

Mada
still

 Kimi-no
your

 Kami-de
hair

 Sha'tsu-de
shirt

 

Yureru
swaying

 Takusan-no
many

 Shiroi
white

 Hane
feather

. 

Kowareta
broken

 Mezama'shi
alarm-clock

-yori
than

 Mo'tto
more

 Itaka'tta
to feel bad

 Kimi-no
your

 Kimo'chi
feeling

. 

Tokidoki
sometimes

 Ten'shi-wa
angel

 Bokura-ni
to us

 Ita'zura-wo-Shite
using tricks

 O'shieru-yo
to teach

. 

Dareka-wo
someone

 Aisuru-tame-niwa
in order to love

 Mo'tto
more

 Do'ryoku-nga
effort

 Hi'tsuyō
be needed

. 

 

Mada
still

 Kimi-no
your

 Kami-de
hair

 Sha'tsu-de
shirt

 

Yureru
swaying

 Takusan-no
many

 Shiroi
white

 Hane
feather

. 

Kowareta
broken

 Mezama'shi
alarm-clock

-yori
than

 Mo'tto
more

 Itaka'tta
to feel bad

 Kimi-no
your

 Kimo'chi
feeling

.

Mada
still

 Boku-no
my

 Kami-de
hair

 Sha'tsu-de
shirt

 

Yureru
swaying

 Takusan-no
many

 Shiroi
white

 Hane
feather

. 

Kimi-ha
you are

 Ki'tto
perhaps

 Dō'shiyōmonai
miserable

 Boku-ni
to me

 Oritekita
descended

 Ten'shi
angel

. 

 

Kae'ttara
if we return

 Heya-no
room

 Sōji-wa
cleaning

 Boku-nga
I

 Zen'bu
all

 Yarukara
will do

 

I'ssho-ni
together

 Kaerō
return

.

The Angel Descended to Miserable Me 

 

A door closed with a bang, and feathers flew out of a pillow. 

This time I did it. I upset her. 

It was my fault because she told me often 

that she didn’t like the alarm-clock that was a gift from my ex. 

 

Ticking away, 

it was like a time bomb in her arms. 

I thought that she had run away to deserted land near here. 

I must go after her. 

 

Many white feathers 

fell from you. 

And they seemed to be saying, “Look for me.” 

White feathers were everywhere, 

even on me. 

After all, you were the angel who descended to miserable me. 

 

 

We had been dating 

for almost a year, 

and I started to take your presence for granted. 

I found you in the land. 

You bowed to me 

as though we were strangers, 

and you said, “Don’t misunderstand what love is.” 

 

The alarm-clock was cast away 

and flew from your arms. 

You smiled as though you were saying farewell. 

 

Many white feathers 

fluttered on you. 

What you felt about me made me feel worse than the broken clock. 

Angels everywhere have been teaching this lesson to men like me: 

“You’d better work harder if you love someone.” 

 

Many white feathers 

fluttered on you. 

What you felt about me made me feel worse than the broken clock. 

White feathers were everywhere, 

even on me. 

After all, you were the angel descended to miserable me. 

 

I swear that I will clean our place. 

So, would you come back to me?
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KKoto'shi-no
This

 Huyu
Winter

 

 

Den'ki-Sutōbu-no
of electric heater

 Hikui
low

 Noizu-to
noise

 

Kimi-no
your

 Neiki-nga
breathing

 Tokerukoro
be melted

. 

So'tto
quietly

 Be'ddo-kara
of bed

 Nukeda'shite
to sneak out

 

Ki'cchin-de
at kitchen

 Miruku-wo
milk

 Tsuida
to pour

. 

Shiawase-wo
happiness

 Ta'shikametakute
to make sure

 Nemurenai
sleepless

 Yoru-nga
night

 Aru-ne
there is

. 

Mezamashi-no
alarm-clock

 Akai
red

 Eluīdī-nga
LED display

 Tan'jobi-no
birthday

 Hizuke-ni
date

 Na'tta
to become

. 

 

Kini'i'tteta
favorite

 Sētā-wo
sweater

 Aibō-no
my partner

 Inu-nga
dog

 Kandeite
chowing

 

Hidoku
strictly

 Shikari'tsuketeitara
to scold

 

「A'ngetano-wa
to give

 Wata'shi-yo」-to
it is me

 Wara'tta
you smile

. 

 

Koto'shi-no
of this year

 Huyu
winter

-mo
too

 Boku-niwa
to me

 Kimi-nga
you

 Yu'kkuri
slowly

 Tsumoru
to fall

. 

Kono
this

 Ma'chi-no
of town

 Atatakai
warm

 Mono-wo
thing

 A'tsumetemo
to gather

 

Kimi-niwa
you

 Kanawanai
will win

. 

Kyonen-no
of last year

 Samuka'tta-Yoru
cold night

. Yuki-nga
snow

 Hu'tta
falling

 Hi-no-Yō-ni
like that day

 

Nan'ji-demo
whenever

 Kamawazu-ni
not to care

 Boku-wo
me

 Yuriokosu
to wake up

 Kimi-de-Ite
you to remain

. 

 

 

Tewata'shi-de
by hand

 Morau
be given

 Nen'ngajo-wa
new year's card

 

Mo'chiron
of course

 Atena-mo
name & address

 Nai-keredo
there is not

 

Hutari-no
of two

 Namae-de
names

 Dareka-ni
to someone

 

Okuru
sending

 Hi-no-Koto-wo
about the day

 Omo'tta
to wonder

. 

 

Kara'kkaze-nga
strong wind

 Mado-wo
windowpane

 Yurasu
to shake

. 

Jiman-Dekiru-Koto-to-ieba
thing to be proud of

 

Poke'tto-wo
pocket

 Kimi-ni
to you

 Pi'ttari-no
fit well

 

Tebukuro-ni
glove

 Kaereru-Koto-kurai
to be able to change

. 

 

Atara'shī
new

 Karen'dā-niwa
calender

 Iron'na
various

 Kinen'bi-nga
anniversary

 Arukedo
there is

 

Be'tsu-ni-Nandemonai
not so special

 Toki-koso
time

 

Soba-ni-Iru
being near

 Hutari-de-Iyō
to be such two

. 

Subete-ni
all

 Nareru-Koto-de
getting use to

 Kimi-nga
you

 Inakunaranai-yō-ni
not to disappear

 

Kotoba-de
by word

 Tsutaerarenakutemo
might not able to communicate

 

Boku-wa
I

 Boku-no
my

 Koto-wo
ways

 Gan'baru
to do best

. 

 

Koto'shi-no
of this year

 Huyu
winter

-mo
too

 Boku-niwa
to me

 Kimi-nga
you

 Yu'kkuri
slowly

 Tsumoru
to fall

. 

Kono
this

 Ma'chi-no
of town

 Atatakai
warm

 Mono-wo
thing

 A'tsumetemo
to gather

 

Kimi-niwa
you

 Kanawanai
will win

. 

Boku-to
me

 Ma'chi'ngaete
mistaking

 

Kimi-nga
you

 Daki'shimete
be held

 Nemuru
sleeping

 Inu-ni
dog

 

Suko'shi-dake
a little bit

 Yakimo'chi-wo-Yaita
to be jealous

 

Jibun-ni
to myself

 Tereru
be blushed

 Huyu-no
of winter

 Yoru
night

.

This Winter 

 

When the low noise from a heater 

and your breathing melted together, 

I sneaked out of bed 

to give myself a cup of milk. 

My nights were sleepless from trying to cling to my happiness. 

The red light of the clock told me that it was my birthday. 

 

My dog was chewing on my favorite sweater the other day, 

and when I scolded the dog, 

you smiled and said, “I gave it to the dog.” 

 

Again, this winter, you gently covered me like snow. 

You were warmer 

than everything around us combined. 

I wished that you would remain who you were, 

innocently waking me up just because you noticed that it was snowing. 

 

 

My name won’t be 

on a personally delivered New Year’s card from you. 

I wondered if in the future we'd be together, 

sending our greeting cards. 

 

Strong winds blow against the windowpane. 

There were not many things about me that made me proud. 

But I could warm you, 

turning my pockets into your gloves. 

 

There are many anniversaries in a new calendar, 

but I wish we could be a couple 

who celebrated ordinary days together. 

I would do my best and love you, 

so that 

the ordinariness would not wash you away. 

 

Again, this winter, you gently covered me like snow. 

You were warmer 

than everything around us combined. 

I blushed a bit, 

realizing that I childishly felt a little jealous of my dog 

that you hold in your arms, 

mistaking it for me. 
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幸幸せを確かめたくて 
 

作詞・槇原敬之 
曲集編・佐藤賢太郎 

 
 

SPY 
 
 

おあずけになったデートにがっかりしていたけど 
偶然君を見かけた なんて運命的な 2人 

おめかしと言うよりちょっと変装に近い服で 
出会った頃ならきっと見過ごしてた 

ひょっとしたら別のやつと会ってたりして 
跡をつけてみよう イタズラ心に火がついた 

 
だけど 信じてる 信じてる 君を信じてる 
2 人の日々が大丈夫だと 背中を押す 

指令は下された 
僕は Tシャツとやぶけたジーンズに身を固めたスパイ 

 
 

超能力者のように彼女をだましてやれ 
「今日 あの娘と会ってたろ」 

驚く顔が見たい 
高そうな車の横で君は急に立ち止まる 

運転席の男が軽く手を上げた 
僕の胸が急スピードで高なる 

君はまわりを気にしながらヤツとキスをした 
 

しゃれになんないよ なんないよ 
悪い夢ならば 早めにさめてと呪文のように 叫んでる 

真実を知ることがこんなにつらいなら 
僕は スパイになんかなれない 

 
 

嘘をついてまでほしい幸せが僕だったのかい? 
涙が出てきた 

今僕を笑うやつはきっとケガをする 
 
 

だけど信じてる 信じてる どうか信じさせて 
両腕がじんと熱くなる位 抱きしめた強さ 
君の身体に アザのように残ればいい 

そしていつか思い出して 
嘘も見抜けない程恋に落ちた役立たずのスパイを 

Clinging to Happiness 
 

Text by Noriyuki Makihara 
Suite Compiled by Kentaro Sato 

 
 

Spy 
 
 

Although I was disappointed by your cancelling our date, 
I accidentally spotted you walking. How wonderful! 
Your clothes made you look like someone else. 

I might have overlooked you, if we had not met before. 
I wondered who you would be meeting. 

So, I followed you like a mischievous child. 
 

I believed what you said. 
This could not change our relationship. 

Nevertheless, in my mind, I had a mission. 
I would be a spy in my T-shirt and worn-out jeans. 

 
 

I wanted to play a little mind-reading trick on you later. 
By telling you, "You met your best friend today,"  

I wanted to amaze you with my insight.  
You stopped beside an expensive-looking car. 

The guy behind the wheel waved his hand at you. 
My heart pounded fast. 

You kissed the guy like a long-time lover. 
 

“What! What the hell!” 
My heart screamed, “Wake up! This is a nightmare.” 

If knowing the truth hurts this much, 
I am not fit to be a spy. 

 
 

What was I to you? How could you want me if you were cheating? 
Tears started to fall. 

If anyone laughed at me now, he’d be very sorry. 
 
 

I wished that I had completely misunderstood what I saw. 
My arms remembered when I held you tightly. 
But now, I wish that I had left a mark on you, 

and I wish that someday it would remind you of me: 
the failed spy who blindly fell in love with you. 

 
 
 
 

NO C
OPY 

NO PRIN
T

NO C
OPY 

NO PRIN
T



 
 
  
 
 
 

雷が鳴る前に 
 
 

突然雨が降り出して僕のリュックと肩がにじんで 
何だか急に君に会いたくなった 

駅前のタクシー乗り場は明日の休み知ってる人達 
笑顔の比率が高い 
僕は明日も早い 

 
とにかく公衆電話まで行こう 
確かコンビニが近くにあった 

憶えたての君の番号 もうソラで言えるかな? 
 

次の雷が鳴るまでに数をかぞえたあの頃は 
まだ君を好きになるなんて思わなかった 

雷鳴が記憶のジャマをするけど なんとか思い出すよ 
こういう気持ち 「セツナイ」と言うんだろ? 

 
 

そっちも雨が降ってるの? ホラまた今 空光った 
ごめん いざとなると急にテレてしまう 

こんなことをしてるうちに新しい靴がもうビショぬれ 
「次の雷が鳴る前に言って」と君が笑う 

 
例えば紙くずを投げ入れたり 

横断舗道を渡るときに 
何か 1つルールを決めて 
願いをかけたりしてる 

 
だから雷が鳴る前に僕の想いを全部言うよ 

雨をよける傘よりも君が大切なんだ 
こんなにびしょ濡れだけれど雨やどりしている気分だよ 

もう少しだけ 僕と話していて 
 
 

次の雷が鳴るまでに僕の想いを全部言うよ 
雨をよける傘よりも君が大切なんだ 

こんなにびしょ濡れだけれど雨やどりしている気分だよ 
もう少しだけ 僕と話していて

 
 
 
 
 
 

Before the Next Thunderclap 
 
 

Rain started and wet my backpack and shoulders. 
It suddenly made me miss you. 

Many people were waiting for a taxi in front of the station. 
They looked happy because tomorrow is a holiday. 
But tomorrow I need to wake up early for work. 

 
I remembered that 

the convenience store over there has a public phone booth. 
Surely, I memorized your number! 

 
As I paused to count the seconds before the next thunderclap, 

little did I think that I had fallen in love with you. 
The thunderclaps tried to drown out my memory. 
My frustration’s name was “heartache,” wasn’t it? 

 
 

“Is it raining over there? Hey, now there is lightning.” 
I’m sorry to be so indecisive. 

Even my new shoes are dripping wet. 
“Please, speak up before the next thunderclap,” you laughed.  

 
There were times when we tossed junk into a trash can, 

or walked across the street on a green light,  
we would just make up a game, and if we won, 

good things would come to us. 
 

So, I decided to pour my heart out before the next thunderclap. 
You were more important than an umbrella. 

Your voice felt like an umbrella. 
I wish this moment could continue a little longer. 

 
 

I decided to pour my heart out before the next thunderclap. 
You were more important than an umbrella. 

Your voice felt like an umbrella. 
I wish this moment could continue a little longer. NO C
OPY 

NO PRIN
T

NO C
OPY 

NO PRIN
T



 
 
  
 
 
 

どうしようもない僕に天使が降りてきた 
 
 

勢い良くしまったドアで 舞いあがった枕の羽 
今夜はついに彼女を怒らせてしまった 
昔の恋人のくれためざまし時計を 

何度言われてもずっと使ったのが気にいらない 
 

飛び出した彼女の手の中でチクタクまるで時限爆弾 
近くの空き地に違いない 
今すぐ追いかけよう 

 
走る君の髪でシャツで揺れるたくさんの白い羽 
いっぱい道路に落ちてる「本当は探してほしい」 
走る僕の髪でシャツで揺れるたくさんの白い羽 
君はきっとどうしようもない僕に降りてきた天使 

 
 

付き合ってもうすぐ一年で ずいぶん仲良くなったから 
キスしたって 抱きしめたって 挨拶みたいに思っていた 

やっぱり空き地で見つけた 
君はなんだか他人みたいに 僕におじぎをしてみせた 

「愛を勘違いしないでください」って 
 

君が両手を空に上げて目覚まし時計は飛んでいった 
まるで誰かを見送るようにそっと微笑んで 

 
まだ君の髪で シャツで揺れるたくさんの白い羽 
壊れた目覚ましよりもっと痛かった君の気持ち 

時々天使は僕らに悪戯をして教えるよ 
誰かを愛するためにはもっと努力が必要 

 
 

まだ君の髪でシャツで揺れるたくさんの白い羽 
壊れた目覚ましよりもっと痛かった君の気持ち 
まだ僕の髪でシャツで揺れるたくさんの白い羽 

君は きっとどうしようもない僕に降りてきた天使 
 

帰ったら部屋の掃除は僕が全部やるから 
一緒に帰ろう

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Angel Descended to Miserable Me 
 
 

A door closed with a bang, and feathers flew out of a pillow. 
This time I did it. I upset her. 

It was my fault because she told me often 
that she didn’t like the alarm-clock that was a gift from my ex. 

 
Ticking away, it was like a time bomb in her arms. 

I thought that she had run away to deserted land near here. 
I must go after her. 

 
Many white feathers fell from you. 

And they seemed to be saying, “Look for me.” 
White feathers were everywhere, even on me. 

After all, you were the angel who descended to miserable me. 
 
 

We had been dating for almost a year, 
and I started to take your presence for granted. 

I found you in the land. 
You bowed to me as though we were strangers, 

and you said, “Don’t misunderstand what love is.” 
 

The alarm-clock was cast away and flew from your arms. 
You smiled as though you were saying farewell. 

 
Many white feathers fluttered on you. 

What you felt about me made me feel worse than the broken clock. 
Angels everywhere have been teaching this lesson to men like me: 

“You’d better work harder if you love someone.”  
 
 

Many white feathers fluttered on you. 
What you felt about me made me feel worse than the broken clock. 

White feathers were everywhere, even on me. 
After all, you were the angel descended to miserable me. 

 
I swear that I will clean our place. 
So, would you come back to me?NO C

OPY 

NO PRIN
T

NO C
OPY 

NO PRIN
T



 
 
  
 
 
 

今年の冬 
 
 

電気ストーブの低いノイズと君の寝息がとける頃 
そっとベッドからぬけ出してキッチンでミルクをついだ 

幸せを確かめたくて眠れない夜があるね 
目ざましの赤い LEDが誕生日の日付けになった 

 
気に入ってたセーターを相棒の犬がかんでいて 

ひどく叱りつけていたら「あげたのは私よ」と笑った 
 

今年の冬も僕には君がゆっくり積もる 
この街のあたたかいものを集めても君にはかなわない 

去年の寒かった夜 雪が降った日のように 
何時でもかまわずに僕をゆりおこす君でいて 

 
 

手渡しでもらう年賀状はもちろん宛名もないけれど 
二人の名前で誰かに送る日のことを思った 

 
からっかぜが窓をゆらす 
自慢できることといえば 

ポケットを君にぴったりの手袋に変えれることくらい 
 

新しいカレンダーにはいろんな記念日があるけど 
別に何でもないときこそ そばにいる 2人でいよう 
全てに慣れることで君がいなくならないように 
言葉で伝えられなくても僕は僕のことをがんばる 

 
 

今年の冬も僕には君がゆっくり積もる 
この街のあたたかいものを集めても君にはかなわない 

僕とまちがえて君が抱きしめて眠る犬に 
少しだけヤキモチをやいた自分にてれる冬の夜

 
 
 
 
 
 

This Winter 
 
 

When the low noise from a heater and your breathing melted together, 
I sneaked out of bed to give myself a cup of milk. 

My nights were sleepless from trying to cling to my happiness. 
The red light of the clock told me that it was my birthday. 

 
My dog was chewing on my favorite sweater the other day, 

and when I scolded the dog, you smiled and said, “I gave it to the dog.” 
 

Again, this winter, you gently covered me like snow. 
You were warmer than everything around us combined. 

I wished that you would remain who you were, 
innocently waking me up just because you noticed that it was snowing. 

 
 

My name won’t be on a personally delivered New Year’s card from you. 
I wondered if in the future we'd be together, sending our greeting cards. 

 
Strong winds blow against the windowpane. 

There were not many things about me that made me proud. 
But I could warm you, turning my pockets into your gloves. 

 
There are many anniversaries in a new calendar, 

but I wish we could be a couple who celebrated ordinary days together. 
I would do my best and love you, 

so that the ordinariness would not wash you away.  
 
 

Again, this winter, you gently covered me like snow. 
You were warmer than everything around us combined. 

I blushed a bit, realizing that I childishly felt a little jealous of my dog 
that you hold in your arms, mistaking it for me. NO C

OPY 

NO PRIN
T
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