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Yozora-no Kioku-no Dokokani
MEMORY OF THE NIGHT SKY

for SA/SAB/SATB, with Piano
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Hoshi-wa Nani-wo (Stars, I Wonder)
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Tanabata-no Omoi (Wishes of the Star Festival)
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Hanabi-to Tsuki-to (Fireworks and a Moon)
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Oborozukiyo-no Namida (Tears in a Night of a Hazy Moon)

Additional Text and Music by
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Yozora-no Kioku-no Dokokani
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Memory of the Night Sky
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1. Stars, I Wonder

I've found the first star of evening.
I’ve found it next to the setting sun.
I’'ve found it at the beginning of the night!

The lone star accompanies the setting sun.
I wonder what it sees at the end of a day.

The gentle star sends the sun to tomorrow.
I wonder what it sees beyond tomorrow.

I've found a second star.

I’'ve found a third star too!
About the mountains and oceans,
and about my smile,

I wonder, oh stars, what you dream.
Please, tell me the secrets of the night.
Tell me!

Ah, millions of twinkling stars of the night!
I wonder what they think about the world.

2. Wishes of the Star Festival

Bamboo leaves rattle,
and their tree sways at the overhangs.
Stars twinkle brightly
like golden, silvery, white sand and jewels!

I've hung on the tree different colored' paper strips

on which I've written my wishes.
Stars twinkle brightly.
From the sky, they watch us.
Silently, they watch us.

A legendary couple separated by the Milky Way
will have their annual reunion tonight.
A summer breeze sends their passion

and my wishes to the night sky.

Bamboo leaves rattle under the night sky,
and their tree sways gently.
And the swaying paper strips on it
gently rustle on the night of the Star Festival.

! Five colors to be exact; red, blue (green), yellow, white, and black (purple)

after Taoism and WuXing (Five Elements).
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3. Fireworks and a Moon

Bang! So goes a firework.
How beautiful it is!
It spreads all over the sky
like a beautiful willow.

Pang!
Hundreds of red fireworks explode.
Blue fireworks follow.
Then golden fireworks finish.

There, again! Fireworks bloom!
Oh, look! There is a moon too,
a big and round full moon.
It looks like a plate shining in the sky!

PBang, bang, bang!
Fireworks spread all over the sky,
and from the sky, they shower light on us.
They spread widely in this night of the full moon.

4. Tears in a Night of a Hazy Moon

The sun went down over the fields of mustard blossoms,
and all the mountain ridges wore mist.
When I looked up at the sky,
I saw the moon in a subtle breeze of spring.

Lights of a village, colors of forests,
people walking on a path in the rice fields,
cries of frogs, and sounds of a temple bell—

All wore mist in this night with a hazy moon.

The cause of the mist might be my tears.
Or the pains in my heart?
My worn-out hopes and broken dreams
became the mist in this night with a hazy moon.

Into a breeze gently passing cherry leaves,
and the darkness lit by the lights of my homeland,
my tearful past seemed to vanish.
Then, my heart grew clear in this night with a hazy moon.

Special Thanks to Dr. Robert Zaslavsky
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I’ve found the first star of evening.
I’ve found it next to the setting sun.
@flind it at the beginning of the night!

e lone star accompanies the setting sun.
I wonder what it sees at the end of a day.

The gentle star sends the sun to tomorrow.
I wonder what it sees beyond tomorrow.

I've found a second star.

I’ve found a third star too!
About the mountains and oceans,
and about my smile,

I wonder, oh stars, what you dream.
Please, tell me the secrets of the night.
Tell me!

Ah, millions of twinkling stars of the night!
I wonder what they think about the world.
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Bang! So goes a firework.
How beautiful it is!

It spreads all over the sky

like a beautiful willow.

Bang!

Hundreds of red fireworks explode.

Blue fireworks follow.
Then golden fireworks finish.

There, again! Fireworks bloom!
Oh, look! There is a moon too,
a big and round full moon.

It looks like a plate shining in the sky!

Bang, bang, bang!
Fireworks spread all over the sky,

and from the sky, they shower light on us.
They spread widely in this night of the full moon.
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The sun went down over the fields of mustard blossoms,
and all the mountain ridges wore mist.
When I looked up at the sky,
I saw the moon in a subtle breeze of spring.

Lights of a village, colors of forests,
people walking on a path in the rice fields,
cries of frogs, and sounds of a temple bell—

All wore mist in this night with a hazy moon.

The cause of the mist might be my tears.
Or the pains in my heart?
My worn-out hopes and broken dreams
became the mist in this night with a hazy moon.

Into a breeze gently passing cherry leaves,
and the darkness lit by the lights of my homeland,
my tearful past seemed to vanish.
Then, my heart grew clear in this night with a hazy moon.
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